Child Abuse: Imaging Findings Pertaining to the Musculoskeletal System.
Both underrecognized and underreported, child abuse has a spectrum of findings on imaging of the musculoskeletal structures that may permit the radiologist to first suggest the occurrence of child abuse or to help support clinical concern for a diagnosis of child abuse. This article will discuss the approach to imaging of the musculoskeletal system in suspected child abuse, illustrate many of the more common imaging findings, and present imaging pitfalls and alternative diagnostic considerations. Injuries to the brain, spinal cord, gastrointestinal and genitourinary systems, and cardiopulmonary structures are outside the scope of this article.